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Eden Foods, the oldest natural foods
company in North America, is expanding.

The Clinton-based company broke
ground recently on a 70,000-square-foot
warehouse that will become the rst cer-
ti ed green building in Lenawee County
when it is completed next fall.

Project cost is about $2.5 million.

As Eden  producer of more than 300
products including organic canned beans
and tomatoes, pasta, grains, soy milk, a line
of Japanese food and more continues to
grow and expand its line, more warehouse
space is needed, said Bill Swaney, company
vice president and general manager. Our
current warehouse operates at more than 80
percent capacity, and sales are very good.
We are doing new product introductions,
and that takes up space.

This winter, the company planned to roll
out new avors of beans, hot cereals made
from oats and kamut akes, shelled pista-
chios and more.

The new warehouse is expected to meet
the needs of the company for at least ve
years, Swaney said.

Eden Foods, which marks its 40th anni-
versary this year, has seen steady growth as
the organic food market expands. Growth in
organic food sales in the U.S. has outpaced
conventional food over the past decade, in-
creasing market penetration from 0.8 per-
cent in 1997 to 2.8 percent in 2006, accord-
ing to the Massachusetts-based Organic
Trade Association.

Average annual growth over the past de-
cade for organic foods is nearly 19 percent,
with the industry reaching $16.7 billion in
sales in 2006.

While many natural foods companies
have been absorbed by larger national
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chains, Eden has remained independent and
owned by founder Michael Potter. It is the
largest independent manufacturer of dry
grocery organic foods in the U.S.

All of Eden s products are organic; many
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Eden will have 180,000 square feet of space in Clinton. | ROBERT RAMEY

are grown in Michigan. Company head-
quarters, our mill, nut roasting operation,
vegetable oil and soy sauce bottling facili-
ties, and the main distribution center are in
Clinton, on 26 acres.

When Eden Foods moved to Clinton in
1980, it had 7 acres. It has 110,000 square
feet of space in Clinton and will expand
to 180,000 square feet with the new ware-
house.

The company has 125 employees, includ-
ing 70 in Clinton.

Eden Foods buys directly from farm-
ers and stores the harvest in its warehouse,
Swaney said. It also stores the raw ingredi-
ents for its pasta-making plant in Detroit.

The company also has a 26,000-square-
foot warehouse in Union City, Calif.; a can-
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By the numbers

Washtenaw County
retail vacancy

First quarter of each year
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Washtenaw County
rental rates

Price per square foot
Q1 2006 - $12.91

Q2 2006 — $13.37
Q3 2006 — $13.88
Q4 2006 — $16.12
Q1 2007 — $15.97
Q2 2007 - $16.70
Q3 2007 — $17.08

Q4 2007 — $17.35

Q1 2008 — $17.12

Source: Allen & Associates
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